
 

GLAD TIDINGS 
Sharing the good news of Jesus Christ through the ministry and mission of 

East Bangor United Methodist Community Church 
 
 

Ministers              - All the people                                    
Pastor         - Rev. Janet L. Saddel 
Organist   - Jane Ann Reimer 
Choir Director  - Matthew Krauss 
Acolyte   - Megan Hower 
Greeter   - Shirley Cope  
Usher    - Connie Miller 
Usher    - Gene Miller 
Liturgist   - Cindy Lambert-Weaver  
Congregation  - Those with a mission to “Reach, Teach and Share God’s 
Love.” 
 

The Worship Bulletins for the month of May are presented to the Glory of God in 
Loving Honor and Celebration of Jim Lamson’s Birthday by Jim & Ruth Lamson 
and Brenda Wartana.  
The Dial-A-Message for the month of May is presented to the Glory of God in Loving 
Memory of Inyoman Wartana by Brenda Wartana and Jim & Ruth Lamson.  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Pastor’s Ponderings 
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More than a name 
 When the late CBS correspondent Ed 
Bradley visited the Vietnam Memorial in 
Washington, D.C., he found a letter propped against 
the black wall. It read: 
 ―I wanted to come back and say hello. You 
know, I went ahead and married Dick, and we have 
a beautiful little girl. Her favorite color is purple, the 
color of this stationery. I went to Arlington to see 
your grave, and on it, it said you got a Purple Heart 
for dying. Well, this is your purple heart for having 
lived. I hope that our daughter finds as wonderful 
and as beautiful a first love as you were for me. 
Good-bye. Hello. Nancy.‖ 
 That‘s a strong reminder that those we 
honor on Memor-ial Day are more than simply 
names. They were living people who loved and 
were loved … and are still loved. 
                                              —Adapted from Homiletics 

 

A fresh look at Pentecost 
Fifty days after Jesus‘ resurrection, on a 

day called Pente-cost, the Christian church was 
born. Because Pentecost was a holiday 
celebrating the harvest (a bit like our 
Thanksgiving), the apostles and a large crowd 
had gathered to celebrate in Jerusalem. 
 Many people had assembled near Peter 
and the other followers of Christ when ―[F]rom 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind …‖ (Acts 2:2 ff, NRSV). Then 
tongues of fire descended on everyone in the 
crowd.  
 After the wind and fire descended, all 
sorts of languages, known and unknown, came 
out of the crowd. Each person spoke ―about 
God‘s deeds of power‖ (verse 11). No wonder 
Luke wrote, ―All were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, ‗What does this mean?‘‖ 
(verse 12). 
 The whole affair was mind-boggling and 
life-changing. The Holy Spirit had come upon 
many people; they knew God was powerfully at 
work in their midst. 
 On Pentecost many years ago, some 
3,000 people came to believe in Christ. That‘s 
why today Christians remember this powerful 
event as the birthday of the church. Pentecost 
occurs on May 23 this year. 

 

“My Mother’s Garden” 
A mother is a gardener, 

Planting the seeds 
Of faith, truth and love 

That develop into the fairest flowers 
Of character, virtue and happiness 

In the lives of her children. 
—J. Harold Gwynne 

 

 



 

 
“Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord's disciples.  As he neared Damascus 
on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a 

voice say to him, „Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?‟ 
„Who are you, Lord?‟Saul asked.  

„I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.‟” 
 

If you were in church on April 18th, you will remember we shared in the lectionary 

reading from Acts 9:1-20.  Saul of Tarsus had been persecuting the Christians when 
Jesus met him on the Road to Damascus.  Saul was blinded by the light of Christ, 

but was healed when a Christian by the name of Ananias came and prayed for him.  
Saul then became a believer in Jesus the Messiah and we know him today as Paul, 
who became a great voice for the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
What a dramatic experience for Saul of Tarsus who became Paul.  This was a man 

who was murdering Christians because he believed that they were perverting the 
Jewish faith.  He believed that what he was doing was right.  He believed he was 
following the will of God.  When he met Jesus on the road that day, he realized that 

everything he had previously thought about Jesus, and therefore about Christians, 
was completely wrong. 

 
There are individuals - a growing number of people - who believe that Christians 
and Jews are wrong about their faith.  These terrorists, like Saul, believe that they 

are cleansing the faith.  They call us "infidels" (from the Latin infidelis meaning 
"unbelieving" "unfaithful") because they believe that we are not following the true 

religion (which they believe to be Islam).  They murder the "infidels" believing that 
they are carrying out Allah’s will.   
 

Jesus tells us to pray for our enemies and to pray for those who persecute us.  
What if we were to begin to pray for the terrorists that they would have their own 

Road to Damascus experience?  Can you imagine what would happen to the world 
of Islam if those who had that much energy and devotion to killing the infidels, 

suddenly began to worship Jesus the Messiah?  Wouldn’t it be wonderful if all the 
Saul’s of the Islamic faith became Paul’s for Christ?  That’s a prayer we can pray.  
Remember that much change has been brought about in this world through prayer.  

"The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful 
results." [James 5:16 (NLT)]  Let us pray for our enemies, that they will have their own 

Damascus Road experience and meet Jesus the Christ, the Son of the Living God. 
 

In God’s Great Grace, 
 

 
 

Finally, dear brothers and sisters, we ask you to pray for us. Pray that the Lord‟s message will spread 
rapidly and be honored wherever it goes, just as when it came to you. Pray, too, that we will be 

rescued from wicked and evil people, for not everyone is a believer. But the Lord is faithful; he will 
strengthen you and guard you from the evil one.  2 Thessalonians 3:1-3 (NLT) 

MA Y NEWSLETTER  
TREASURER’S REPORT, March, 2010: 



 

BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD:         $  3,890.19 
DEPOSITS:                         14,683.25 
                                                                   $18,573.44 
                                                                                                                   
EXPENSES:                                    14,444.95 
CHECKING BALANCE:                             $  4,128.49 
 
MEMORIAL FUND BALANCE:          $  8,679.37 
BUILDING FUND BALANCE:          $  9,742.44 
 
Lonnie Shuster, Treasurer 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
PASTIE SALE: 
Our last sale was April 6th. A total of 150 pasties were sold. The profit was $152.00. Next sale 
will be Tuesday, May 4th.  All orders are due by May 2nd.  Pasties are sold for the first Tuesday 
of every month. 

Thanks to everyone! 
Lois Tucker 
 

STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL:  
Mark you calendars: The Strawberry Festival will be held Friday, June 11 this year, 4 p.m. - ??? 
with entertainment by ―The Slate Belt Band.‖ More information to follow in the June Newsletter. 
 

BAZAAR NEWS: 
The Bazaar has spring items for sale on the table in Fellowship Hall. Stop by after church on 
Sunday‘s to check out what we have. 
 

CLOTHING DRIVE: 
Spring cleaning? Save this date and your unwanted clothing and such for our next clothing 
drive, which will be held on Saturday, June 19, 2010 at 2:00 p.m. Items may be dropped off at 
the church during the week of June 13th.  
 

VOLUNTEERS & SPONSORS: 
Available dates for Altar flowers are May 16

th
, June 6

th
 & 20

th
. Cost is $40. Sign the chart on the bulletin 

board or call Alvis @ 610 588-3569. 
An Acolyte is needed for the months of June & July.  If you would like to sign up but will be unable to 
make it for the whole month, let Peggy know which dates(s) you are unavailable. 
The Bulletins and Dial-A-Message for the month of June are still in need of sponsors. Cost is $20 each. 
Sign the chart on the bulletin board. 
Ushers are still needed for the month of June. See Kevin or sign the chart on the bulletin board. 
 

*Don’t forget to check out our newly updated website: http://ebumc.org     
 

CHOIR NEWS: 
A Spring 2010 Love Feast will be held during the worship service on May 2nd. The theme will be 
―Telling the Stories of Jesus.‖ The choir will be singing an old favorite by Eugene Peterson, "I 
Believe in Miracles". If you would like to help, see Matt. 
 

The choir will begin their summer recess following the service on May 23rd. The choir thanks you 
for your continued support throughout the year and in the future. 
 

SUMMER MUSIC: 
It is that time of year again. We are looking for people to share their musical talents with our 
congregation on Sundays during the summer months of June, July & August. If you know of 
someone who would be willing to come, please get in touch with Matt Krauss @ 610 751-7559 
or Alice Brickler @ 610 588-5996 with a name and phone number to sign up. 

MA Y NEWSLETTER  
GRADUATION: 

 

http://ebumc.org/


We would like to publish the names of our High School and College graduates of our 
congregation in the June Newsletter. If you know of a student graduating, please leave a note in 
the office or email the necessary information to Peggy at pshower@epix.net. Thanks so much 
for your help! Deadline for this information is Sunday, May 2nd. Graduating members will be 
recognized during Worship on June 6.  
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS: 
As the year comes to an end, I would like to take this time and thank all of the teachers, helpers and of 
course the parents.  Without your help, all of this would not be possible. Our year end dates are listed 
below. 
I haven‘t put together a year end get together as of yet, but when I do, I will contact each of you.   
Again thank you!! 
 ***May 2nd -- regular Sunday school…10:30 - 11:30 am  
 

***May 9th -- Mother’s Day, children sing in church. Worship with your Mom. Refreshments     
               following worship, NO Sunday School, children invited to the spend time with Mom.  
 

 ***May 14th -- ―SUNDAE‖ game night 6:30 pm, bring your favorite sundae topping to share,   
               ice cream will be provided. Come out and have some fun!  
               ***This will be our last game night for the summer. 
 

***May 16th -- our annual “Muffins with Mom”, “Donuts with Dad”   Anyone wishing to   
               donate fruit for our celebration, is welcomed to do so, a sign up sheet will be available. 
               Also, please indicate how many will be attending. Everyone is invited. 
               Also, we will be having our Promotion Sunday during this time. A goodwill offering  
               will be taken.  
 

***May 23rd – 2009/2010 Confirmation Class will be received into membership during worship  
               service. NO Sunday School, however, please come and celebrate with the   
               confirmands. 
 

***May 30th-- Memorial weekend, NO Sunday School. Worship with family and friends. 
 

ENJOY YOUR SUMMER and DON’T FORGET TO ATTEND WORSHIP REGULARLY! 
 

As always, Sunday School is held every Sunday, September to May, from 10:30 am - 11:30 am. 
Everyone is welcome! We have classes for ages 3 years – adult. BRING A FRIEND!!!! 
Joann Vennel, Sunday School Superintendent 
 

VBS: 
Mark your calendars: VBS will be held the week of July 25-30 @ 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. This year‘s theme 
is ―High Seas Expedition.‖ If you would like to volunteer or make a donation, please see Joann, VBS 
Director. 
 

THANK YOU NOTES: 
Dear Friends, 
Thank you so much for all of the cards, prayers, and memorials of Judy. She was truly touched by your 
support for her in her battle with cancer. We, as well, thank you for the flowers from the choir, the food, 
and the condolences for us after Judy‘s passing. You are a wonderful, caring church family for which we 
are grateful. God bless all of you as you continue to do His work for others in need. 
Love in Christ,  
Lorraine Parry 
Brian, Jane & Julie Gilbert 

 
Members and Friends of East Bangor UMCC, 
Many thanks to our church congregation and friends who supported Daffodil Sunday on March 21, 2010. 
A total of $297.00 was donated to the American Cancer Society Lehigh Valley Unit, Bethlehem, PA. Your 
kind consideration purchasing daffodils in memory  and honor of Loved Ones was greatly appreciated. 
Thanks also to Shirley Cope and Desireé DeNicola for helping me with this project. 
Chris Ott 

MA Y NEWSLETTER  
LIFE LINE SCREENING: 

You Can Avoid A Stroke!   



Most people can‘t identify a single risk factor or a warning sign of stroke, yet over 750,000 
Americans will be affected by a stroke this year alone!   

Life Line Screening will be at the Bangor Church of the Nazarene performing a day of preventive 
health screenings on Tuesday, May 18

th
, 2010. 

Screenings are fast, painless and offered at low cost. They involve the use of ultrasound 
technology, and scan for potential health problems related to: blocked arteries which can lead to a stroke, 
aortic aneurysms which can lead to a rupture, and plaque buildup in the arteries in the legs, which is a 
strong predictor of heart disease. Also offered for men and women is a bone density screening to assess 
their risk for osteoporosis. 

These non-invasive, inexpensive and painless, ultrasound tests help people identify their risk for 
stroke, vascular diseases or osteoporosis early enough for their physician to begin preventive 
procedures. 
           The screenings takes about 90 minutes or less to complete. Our baseline vascular screening 
package, which includes the Stroke/Carotid Artery, Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm, Ankle Brachial Index 
(hardening of the arteries), and atrial fibrillation (irregular heartbeat) screenings, is $139.  Sign up for the 
complete wellness package (which includes the osteoporosis screening) and pay only $149. 

Appointments spaces are limited and pre-registration is required. Sign up now by calling toll free 
to 1-800-324-1851. 

 
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER LUNCHEON – MAY 6, 2010: 
The Bangor area cluster of the Slate Belt Ministerium is sponsoring this luncheon at 12:00 noon. The cost 
of the luncheon is $2.00 and will be served and hosted by Ackermanville UMC. AUMC is located at 1410 
Ackermanville Road, Bangor, PA 18013. 

 
SACRED CONCERT: 
Mark your calendar: 
The 2

nd
 Annual Sacred Concert, sponsored by the Bangor area cluster of the Slate Belt Ministerium is 

Sunday, May 16
th
 at 11:00 a.m. at the 1

st
 United Evangelical Congregational Church in Bangor. A free-will 

offering will be taken to support the musical ministry of David Stahl & the Sacred Orchestra. Invite a 
friend. Invite a neighbor. See you there!! 
 

OUTREACH PROJECTS: 

TISSUE BOX PROJECT: Due to a shortage in tissue box donations, we will only be distributing 
decorated tissue boxes to the homebound and Slate Belt Nursing & Rehab residents for Christmas. 
Square boxes of white, non-lotion/unscented tissues will be collected throughout the year for this project. 
Thank you in advance for your support! 
 

STRENGTH FOR SERVICE: ñStrength for Serviceò is a devotions handbook for soldiers, police, fire 
fighters, emergency workers, etc.  The book is full of powerful and appropriate messages in an easy to 
use format, written for Christians of all denominations and sects.  Donations are being accepted. Please 
see Desireé for more details. Pamphlets are in the narthex or log on to:  www.StrengthForService.org  
 

SAFE HARBOR OF EASTON: Safe Harbor is in need of men & women‘s deodorant and shampoo.  They 
are also taking donations of clothing, shoes, suitcases, and clean bedding supplies to help people in their 
community who could use the extra assistance. Canned food and produce are also welcome, but 
individuals donating produce will need to deliver the items to Safe Harbor on your own. If you ever have a 
party and don‘t know what to do with all the leftovers, Safe Harbor will accept those donations as well to 
serve to those, in need.      For directions to Safe Harbor or more information, see Desireé. 
 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION: We will be collecting Box Tops for Education. They can be found on 
various General Mills cereals, boxed food items, paper products, etc. Each box top is worth 10¢. You may 
put them in the box with the Mr. Z‘s/Weis slips. They will be donated to St. Joseph‘s Indian School in 
South Dakota. 
 

CENTER OF ANIMAL HEALTH & WELFARE:  
We are in need of many items that can be donated. If you would like to make a donation, please contact 
us at (610) 252-7722, Ext.2. 

FATHERôS DAY 

2010 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

http://www.strengthforservice.org/


  

 We will be sponsoring a Fatherôs Day Program to be presented at the regular morning 

worship service on June 20
th

, 2008 at 9:15 A.M. 
 

 We will honor and memorialize any Father, Step-Father, Grandfather, Great Grandfather, 

Godfather, Uncle, Brother, Husband, Brother-in-law, Cousin, Friend or any man who is or was 

special to you. 
 

 The deadline for names will be June 6
th

.  A charge of $1.00 per name will be collected.  

We will need the names by June 6
th

 so that we may compile the names for the program.  Your 

early response is appreciated.  The money received for this project will be given to our Sunday 

School and church. 
 

 Please see that names and money be given to Desireé DeNicola or Chris Ott. 

 

      Yours in Christian Service, 

                                                                                                             Desireé DeNicola and Chris Ott 
 

Please submit names before June 6
th

. 

      Fatherôs Day 
 

Your Name: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Person to be honored: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Honored by:______________________________Living:______________Deceased:_________ 
 

Relationship:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Person to be honored: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Honored by:______________________________Living:______________Deceased:_________ 
 

Relationship:___________________________________________________________________ 

 
Person to be honored: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Honored by:______________________________Living:______________Deceased:_________ 
 

Relationship:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Person to be honored: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Honored by:______________________________Living:______________Deceased:_________ 
 

Relationship:___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Person to be honored: ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Honored by:______________________________Living:______________Deceased:_________ 
 

Relationship:___________________________________________________________________ 

 


